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Dear Parents,
A very warm welcome back to school for 2020! I extend to you an extra special welcome to our new students and new
families. The students have quickly returned back into to the routines of school and I have enjoyed chatting to them about
their holidays.
We are extremely fortunate to welcome two more high quality teachers to our staff team, Miss Amy Dyke (3/4D) and
Miss Taylar Kerr (5/6K) It is great to have them with us!
I was very impressed by the amount of effort that all of the staff put in to make sure that the students had a very smooth
start to the year. They are extremely passionate educators who aim to ensure that your children have the best possible
learning experiences this year.
I am very pleased with how all the classes are settling in to the year of learning ahead. There is a good atmosphere
throughout the school, both in classrooms and in the yard. For the next week or two, teachers are still focussing on
processes, learning behaviours and expectations, to lay solid foundations for learning and growth. One of the special
qualities of our school is how the students show genuine care and are generally very inclusive of one another. The Prep
students were welcomed and supported by their Grade six buddy in the yard during their first week at school. A school
playground can be quite daunting for a new young student and having someone to be there for them initially, as a
support, is very important. I thank our Grade Six students who gave up their own playing time to help watch out for our
Preps in those first few days. I know this was new for them too and they learnt a lot through the experience.

Road and bike safety
It is wonderful to see so many students being active by walking and riding their bikes to school where possible. This is a
prompt to remind our students to please take care with your bicycles and ride them as they ought to be-safely. Children
at primary age are still developing their peripheral vision and many have poor judgement of distance and vehicle
speed- hence they tend to place themselves in more dangerous situations than we might imagine.
Our school practices, based on the Bicycle Victoria and Bike Education policies and practices, state that:

No child below grade 3 age should ever ride to school without adult supervision.




It is compulsory to wear a helmet.
Bikes and Scooters need to be walked in and out of the school grounds and along the Main street footpath

Our road safety attention also includes the crossing at the front of the school. Whilst flags are displayed there are a few
car parks either side of the crossing (signposted) that are kept empty, to keep a safety zone for students and families
using the crossing. The flags go out in the morning at 8.00am and we bring them back in at 9.30am. In the afternoon they
are out for a shorter time- from 2.45pm to 3.30pm. If you avoid those few car parks on either side of the crossing during
these times you will be helping us to keep our students safe! The speed zone is also reduced to a 40km speed at these
times.

Yard supervision
Our school playground is supervised from 8:30am- 3:30pm.

Student Accident Insurance and Ambulance Cover
The Department of Education has asked schools to inform our community that it does not provide personal accident
insurance or ambulance cover for students. However, Yinnar Primary School Council does take out a policy with Victorian
Managed Insurance Authority (VMIA), to provide cover for minor accidents and small out of pocket expenses for all
enrolled and declared students of the school. This does NOT cover ambulance or private property brought to school.
Parents and guardians of students, who do not have ambulance cover, are responsible for paying the cost of ambulance
attendance/transport. Just so you have some idea of the cost – a trip to LRH from Yinnar in an ambulance can cost in
excess of $2,000. Make sure you check with your Private Health Insurer to determine any limitations, exclusions or caps
on Ambulance cover relating to your policy. The cost of Ambulance cover with Ambulance Victoria is $96.70 for a 1 year
family membership. Those families who hold a current Health Care Card may be covered by Ambulance Victoria but
would be wise to check this information with Centrelink as the criteria changes with type of card you hold. Private
property brought to school by students, staff or visitors, is not insured and the department does not accept any
responsibility for any loss or damage and the school has no capacity to pay for this. This includes mobile phones, toys,
sports equipment and cars parked on school premises.
Tamina

School and Vice Captains for 2020
Hi we are your School and Vice Captains for 2020. It is a pleasure to have this opportunity and
we are very excited to see what 2020 brings for us.
Our 2020 School Captains are Grace Schill and Jay Rogalsky. Our Vice-Captain’s are Molly Mills
and Bailey Beacher.

Hi my name is Grace Schill.
I am one of your 2020 School Captains. I enjoy playing sports and
having fun with my friends. I am very happy to have this opportunity
as one of your School Captains. Please don’t be afraid to approach
me if you have a problem. This year I am excited to organise and run
Yinnar’s Got Talent. I would also like to clean up Gumnut Village by
replacing the chairs and painting them to them to make it more fun.
Hi my name is Jay Rogalsky.
I live in Yinnar South with my mum, dad, brother and sister. I am one
of your 2020 School Captains. I enjoy playing sports and being outdoors. This year I would like to replace the broken logs bordering the
playgrounds with some new ones. This is a great opportunity for me
to work on the GRACE core value, Curiosity as I would like to be more
curious during tasks and activities.
Hi my name is Molly Mills and I am one
of your 2020 Vice School Captains. I enjoy playing netball and
basketball and hanging out with my friends I live in Yinnar with my
mum, dad, sister and pets. I am very excited to see all of your acts in
Yinnar’s Got Talent this year. I have an idea to reduce the school’s
plastic use. I would like to do a challenge where children are
encouraged to bring rubbish free lunches. I have many ideas and
can’t wait to share them with you.

Hi my name is Bailey Beecher and I am one of your 2020 Vice
School Captains. I enjoy playing footy, going on my bike and playing
with friends. This year I am looking forward to improving this school
in the best way I can and being a role model for everyone. I would
like to replace the seats at the back of the oval and paint them so
they can be more comfortable and aren’t an eyesore in our school.
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Library News
Library Timetable
Tuesday—1/2 Munckton , 1/2 McGrath, 5/6 Di Nuzzo, Prep/ Hoskin and Prep/
Nocera
Wednesday—2/3 Grunberg
Thursday—3/4 Dyke
Friday 5/6 Kerr and 3/4 Burslem / Coffin
Students need to bring a library bag or their reading satchel to each library session.
We welcome volunteers to assist in reshelving books, tidying shelves and covering
new resources. Parents are also welcome to borrow from the library as well.

ICY POLES
Icy Poles will be on sale at lunchtime on days when the forecast temperature on the
Sunsmart App is 30+ ° and every Friday. Cost is 50 cents, icy poles are limited to 1
per child per day.

Sunscreen

First Aid

Students should ll have sunscreen applied before school. It is also a good idea to
have a small tube or roll on in their bags to reapply before lunch.
Medications

All medications MUST be handed in to the office and an authority form completed by
parent. Students are not permitted to have medications in school bags and/or
classrooms.
Apps for Advice
We encourage all parents to download the apps for SUNSMART, POLLEN COUNT and
VIC EMERGENCY. We use these apps for up to date information.

