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As we all know, our
situation in
Australia regarding the
coronavirus (COVID19) is constantly
evolving, so it’s
important to stay
informed and to keep
yourself and those
around you safe.
It also means an
increasing number of
Australians are staying
home and having to
rely on the
internet to stay
connected.
While it can be
challenging to adjust to
these conditions,
eSafety is here to
support you. We’ve
pulled together
trustworthy advice and
resources to help keep
you and your family
safe online.
COVID-19: an online
safety kit for parents
and carershttps://
www.esafety.gov.au/
parents

Principal’s Report

Dear Parents,
I cannot begin to express how grateful we are here at school for your ongoing support and loyal
partnership during the COVID 19 pandemic. Knowing we have to think flexibly and be adaptive
in uncertain times is testing our resilience and resourcefulness. It is forcing us to rethink
everyday practices and in particular at our end, teaching and learning. I am proud the staff here
at school who have stepped up to this new challenge by taking on new technologies, planned
very differently and sought new ways to support learners at home and online. Our learning
tasks are being adapted based on student and parent feedback, trial and error, and we aim to
provide some modifications where needed for individual students. I’m also extremely proud of
the students who are being very open to this new challenge with a growth mindset- some
enjoying it more than others, but I do know that everyone is giving it their best go.
My congratulations go to you, the parents, who are trying to manage work, assist your children
with their learning and to try navigate the unknown. I have had a few conversations with
parents who were feeling “parent guilt” over not being able to explain a concept or get their
child to complete a learning task or have the time they really wanted to spend with their child
when they were on a conference call, working from home or juggling the multitude of home
tasks that still need to be done. I’d like to give you permission to get rid of that guilt. You are all
doing an amazing job. The learning that will come out of this time remotely is going to be more
than just the content of a subject area. It will be perseverance, problem solving, resilience, it
will be time spent with siblings playing and perhaps creating things outside at home, learning to
cook a family recipe. Our job as educators is to provide some learning resources for you to
assist and to guide you, and it’s your job to decide how this looks in your context. We are not
expecting you to have the expertise of teachers, you have the parent expertise. I know some
families do 2 hours a day and what’s not done is left. Some families are finding the days that are
overwhelming, they play board games together and discuss topics of interest. Please just get
through what learning you can. We are happy for you to be flexible and adapt anything we
provide.
Tamina

A Little Something from Nat
Term 2 has begun here at YPS
And you certainly have to say
That with Compass and Seesaw our classes are run
In a very different way
You’ve embraced the challenge willingly
Our GRACE-core values clearly abound
And for that we say to all of you
That of yourselves you should be proud
Continue the great learning, give it your all
For you are number one
But most important through all of this
Please don’t forget to have fun
We are here for you and you’re not alone
Through this storm we all will weather
Because at YPS, students, teachers and parents
We are all in this together!!

Latrobe City Council library have joined the
Story Box Library. Library members are able to login using
their library membership number.

What is Story Box Library ?
Imagine the best stories being read aloud to you by our favourite
storytellers – Aussie celebrities.
We get kids excited about reading, inspire their imaginations and let
them have fun with stories, improving their language and literacy
skills along the way.
With an ever-growing library, suitable for preschool and primary aged
children, it really is Storytime, Anytime!
www.storyboxlibrary.com.au (use your library membership number)

Lillia

Byron
Paige

Beau

https://www.latrobe.vic.gov.au/library/Using_your_Library/
Joining_Latrobe_City_Libraries
Follow the prompts. Parent permission is required.
School Library books
School library books and home reading books can be returned to the school
via the school office at any time.
Students may return & borrow additional books when parents are collecting
each weeks work program packs on Friday afternoon & Monday
morning. Please make an appointment with the office so that we can ensure
proper social distancing in the library area.
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Families can join the Latrobe City Library online....
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Child Safe
This week I’d like to share Yinnar Primary School’s Statement of
Commitment.
A Statement of Commitment comes under Child Safe Standard 2, along with a
Child Safe Policy.
Last year as a staff, we decided we’d like a picture that represents Yinnar
Primary School to go with our Statement of Commitment.
Charlie (our Art
teacher) and a group of
last year’s grade 6
students worked
together to come up
with a drawing that was
inclusive of all types of
learners, while also
representing the
lovely country setting of
Yinnar Primary School.
When we return to
school, you will find our
Statement of
Commitment at the
front office as you enter
the school and in a
couple of other places
around the school.
It is also our intention
for Charlie to imitate
this picture/drawing on
to a wall in the school

grounds somewhere in
the near future.

We’re really excited to have BOOK CLUB
running this Term, but it will look a little
different! It will be a virtual catalogue rather
than the printed catalogues you’re used to
receiving.
To order from this issue go to:
Scholastic.com.au/Book-Club/virtual-catalogue
-1/
Place your order on LOOP as normal and
orders need to be in by:
Tuesday, May 12
We will receive your order here to our school
like normal. Once your order arrives, we will
contact you to arrange for collection:
Via a COMPASS message.
If you have any questions or queries, please
contact:
Leanne @ school on 5163 1362 (Monday &
Tuesday)

Information Technology
Dear Parents,
Wow, I am sure 4 weeks ago you did not think that we would be affected by COVID-19 and that you would be home schooling your
children. After our school review last year, one of our long term goals for this year was to improve the home-school learning
partnership. I think that we are on the right road to achieving this. What a tough but amazing roller coaster it has been for all of us!
For the first time at YPS a ‘technology leader’ position was created at the beginning of the year and I am currently in that role. In the
last week of Term 1 and throughout the school holidays, I have been training myself in many different ICT platforms, engaging in lots
of research and webinars to prepare for the possibility of remote learning. My role was to then teach and train other staff in these
areas, and ensure the decisions we were making were suitable for our teachers, support staff, our learners and wider school
community.
As you know we are currently using both Compass and Seesaw online platforms for communication and sharing of learning. We hope
that you are finding these platforms useful in this whole remote learning process. Another platform, CISCO WEBEX Meetings,
recommended by the Department of Education, will be introduced in a few weeks’ time to enable video conferencing for whole class
teaching and learning. Further details and instructions will be provided at that time.
Lastly I would like to remind you all of the importance of online safety
with your children. Please ensure, that you are aware of what they are
doing/searching when using devices and that you limit screen time as
much as possible. The teachers have planned for both online and offline
learning tasks across P-6, so there is no need for students to be on
devices all day. Please encourage them to take regular screen breaks
when they are required to be on their devices for more than an hour at a
time and turn off devices well before bedtime. Please see attached
graphics.
Hope you are keeping safe and well.
Isabella Nocera
Technology Leader

Remote Learning – What it’s looking like
Hi YPS community!
So far, so good.
The 1st week of remote learning was a success for
me. Whilst I really miss seeing the 21 happy faces
of Prep/1 H every day, I have still been able to chat
to them all through comments, voice recordings,
videos and over the phone. I have LOVED seeing
how excited they are to share their learning with
me on Seesaw. I wouldn’t say it has been
challenging as such, but more so a different type of
busy to what I am used to. Being on technology for
SO many hours a day is definitely something that
will take time to adapt to – as will sitting on a chair
at my desk for long periods of time! I’m looking
forward to all we can learn from this change in our
schooling and the positives that we can take away
from it.

Remote learning has been a huge learning curve
for me as not only have I been doing things for my
learners but I also have the role of ‘Technology
Leader’ for our school this year. I like that I have
been able to put new knowledge straight into
practice and get a taste of what teaching with
technology could involve when we get back into
the classroom. It’s been great to see all parents and
learners on board – ‘remembering we’re all in this
together’. The enthusiasm and buzz that I am
getting from my learners is awesome and I love
being able to give them instant feedback on
Seesaw. I think the challenge for me is not being
able to physically see and teach my learners and
fully accommodate their needs. Teaching is just not
the same through a computer screen!

Miss Hoskin

Miss Nocera

Remote learning started off with a bit of a laugh in
our household. Mr Burslem decided to
surprise our family by dressing up and appearing as
a teacher,. He was a grumpy teacher who kept
telling everyone to sit up straight and sending them
to time out! After we’d all finished laughing at him
it was time for me to head off to school – in our
home theatre room. My daughters had a good
laugh waving goodbye to me and telling me to
have a nice day at school. Our first week of remote
learning was very busy and a bit crazy at times. We
were all learning how to access learning tasks, have
meetings via video and just making sure that we
had all our resources ready. I have learnt so much
about technology over the last few weeks and a
real highlight for me was seeing the learning,
comments and messages from 3/4BC on Seesaw.
I’ve also enjoyed wearing my slippers to school!

What an interesting start to Term 2! Although it
has involved many new learning experiences,
wobbles and mistakes, there have been so many
positives come out of this exciting new journey. I
have really enjoyed learning about some new
online learning platforms, including Seesaw, and
have enjoyed communicating with learners
outside of the classroom. Being part of such
a wonderful school community during this time
has definitely made this style of learning so much
easier to embrace.

Miss Dyke
Flexible and remote learning is an experience
which I am sure we will all never forget...
Every day holds its own set of challenges, but also
some great wins - I am embracing these
challenges, learning from my mistakes, and have
enjoyed broadening my skills and knowledge.
I’m especially missing seeing the smiles and hearing
the laughter of our 3/4BC learners! However, the
learning you are all sharing with Mrs Burslem and I
on Seesaw sure does bring a big smile to my face!
Your ability to adapt to a new way of learning so
quickly, and your enthusiasm towards the learning
tasks, has me incredibly proud of you all.
Keep it up everyone, we’ve got this!

Remote learning for me, has been an interesting yet
exciting challenge. I have found that whilst it isn’t the
ideal situation being away from my students, I am
learning so much more about them, their family life
and can see them in a completely different setting. I
feel as though I am able to gain an insight into each
child that I might not have necessarily gotten the
chance to see in class. My teaching practice is only
going to benefit from this experience and I will come
back to school when this is all over with a deeper
connection to not only my students, but to their
families as well.
I have appreciated the willingness and enthusiasm that
my students have brought forward during this
uncertain time, and it has been great to see them
embrace these challenges with a growth mindset. I
could not be more proud of them! It has been great to
still be able to communicate with the students –
whether by phone or through Seesaw.

Miss Munckton
After the first week of remote learning, there has been
both rewards and challenges. I am loving the
enthusiasm and eagerness of learners wanting to
complete the tasks. The challenge is not having all my
learners in the one place at the one time to
accommodate for all learning styles. I am enjoying the
challenge of remote learning and embracing the
mistakes that come my way. I think there are/will
be both positives and negatives that come out of
remote learning, however as long as we embrace the
challenges as Yinnar always does, we are going to get
back to school shining.

Mrs McGrath

What a start to term, it’s been so lovely speaking with
families and seeing your child’s learning take shape
from home. At Yinnar Primary School, we often speak
Mrs Burslem
about the importance of growth mindset/belief in
What Miss D has learned this week:
ourselves, our learning muscles and the importance of
1. That she sounds like Julia Gillard - a distinct
developing attitudes and skills as learners. At school we
strine.
try to communicate that these are very important to
2. To read her own lesson instructions carefully so
successful learning and are not just required within the
that she doesn't lead her students down the
school walls but should be transmitted into our daily
garden path.
lives, for when this happens we start to become
3. The highlight of her days have been seeing her
life-long learners who are able to cope and thrive in a
students upload photos of their chickens and farms Mrs Coffin
range of situations. Remote and flexible learning
onto Seesaw, cooking, motorbike riding. It makes
certainly has it’s challenges for us all, but this
Remote learning has come with many successes
her smile. ALOT!
unprecedented situation we find ourselves in has
and failures for 5/6K. I’m sure as the term
4. She is grateful for her wonderful students who
provided us with much opportunity to practice
carries on we will continue to face many
have been remarkably positive and patient with
nurturing these extremely important things in new
her. They've given great feedback to help her learn. challenges but as a class, we will work through
and different environments. I need to commend the
them together and come out stronger. Our
5. “Faking it till you make it” is her new motto
2/3G learning team because I have had many children
6. Don't start your videos with your mouth open. successes so far have been every student
speak about their wobbles, striving for challenge and
showing the GRACE values. Every task set on
The still shot to start is not a good look…..
showing me enthusiastic learning experiences from
Seesaw thus far has seen students demonstrating baking to playing musical instruments. I want to
and finally, that it's okay to rock under one's desk
after a day of juggling three technology platforms curiosity, enthusiasm, a growth mindset, respect
personally thank parents and careers for their
and aiming high when completing all learning task. collaborative effort to support and nurture their child’s
and only having one coffee.
I am very proud of how the class is approaching the learning. Your flexibility and communication has been
Ms Di Nuzzo
new learning. A challenge has been missing our
greatly appreciated and as a result our learning team
class and our interactions every day.
as a collective has had an exceptionally smooth start to
Miss Kerr
remote learning.
Sending virtual high-fives all round.

Ms Grunberg

