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JULY 23rd

Principal’s Report

School Council 6pm
Dear Parents,

JULY 30th
Bookclub Due by
9am
AUGUST 3rd 12th
BOOKFAIR

Welcome back to term 3!

Enrolments Open
Our 2021 enrolments are now open. If you have a child starting Prep next year, please
call the office to arrange the collection of an enrolment pack. I start planning the grade
structures and staffing for 2021 this term, so if you may be moving due to changed
circumstances please let us know at the office as soon as possible as this information is
critical in our decision making of class sizes and number of classes.

New Family to Yinnar
We welcome a new student Wynter, and her family to our school this term. We hope
that you enjoy Yinnar Primary as much as we do.

New Staff Member

AUGUST 27th
School Council 6pm
NOVEMBER 2nd
School Closure Day
(report writing day)
NOVEMBER 3rd
Melbourne Cup
Public Holiday

I am pleased to be able welcome back Mrs Kate Try to our school as one of the 1 /2
class teachers replacing Mrs McGrath, who gained a long term contract at Yarragon PS.

Learning From Home Student Survey
Thank you to the 26 parents who were able to complete this survey for us late last
term.
We conducted a similar one with 46 of our students in years 5-6 and we now have the
results.
Some of the positives which emerged from 5 /6 students were:

Pre-recorded videos

Students knew what to do each day 87%

Take their time and learn at own pace

Felt like parent could help 91%

Enjoyed quality time with family

Interest in new things they were able to learn whilst at home

Liked the choice of breaks and times

Learning from home got easier over time

See friends 89% but also seeing teachers again 83%
Some of hardest things the 5 /6 students found were:

Teachers weren’t able to physically respond/give feedback to them quickly as if
they were at school

Not seeing their friends

Only half were motivated
Continued >

Principal’s Report Continued
One particular section on the student survey caught my attention as concerning and an area I felt we needed to
look at as a whole community.
The student survey (Years 5-6) asked questions as to whether students had been bullied (Cyberbullying) or picked
on while online (any time before during and after COVID remote learning) which was an alarmingly 96%.
11% of 5 /6 students said that cyberbullying had increased since learning from home started,
49 % said it had stayed the same and
26% said it had decreased since learning from home.
Therefore, 69% of students have indicated that they have been exposed to a degree of cyberbullying happening
prior to COVID remote learning. Currently the school platforms have no capacity for online interaction between
students. Our curriculum does cover education about staying safe and being respectful to others online. We revisit
this on a regular basis. Much of the Cyberbullying is happening from personal devices outside school hours, so I
have provided a link for you. This is an excellent and easy to use resource for parents that I highly recommend
every parent look at - https://www.esafety.gov.au/parents
It has videos, quick links and resources for students of all ages.

At school we will investigate what platform students are exposed to cyberbullying (and at what times?) E.g. Tiktok,
Snapchat, Instagram and online games, Facebook or via phone texting and get back to you with any information
we find out. A reminder that students of Primary School age (under 13) are not permitted to have accounts on the
above platforms.
In the next newsletter I will share with you the results of the Learning from Home parent survey.
We also greatly appreciate the ongoing feedback that you give us every day that helps us make sure your child has
the most effective learning opportunities which then enables us to achieve our aim of building resilient,
resourceful and reflective learners who can learn on their own and with others.

Home- School Communication about Learning
As part of our school review last year, parent feedback indicated that you wanted us to improve how we
communicate your child’s learning with you in a timelier manner. Several parents suggested a short weekly email
outlining the class learning focus for the week, to assist parents to have conversations with and support their
child’s learning at home. We thought this was a great idea and began uploading this to COMPASS. To continue to
improve this teachers are now wondering whether this is still useful for you, now that we use SEESAW. We have
decided to trial a weekly preview for students and parents on SEESAW, uploaded each Friday instead of the
weekly Compass overview. We will do this for a month and will be keen to get your feedback.
I have really appreciated your support and willingness to work as partners in learning, and I look forward to
continuing to improve the school with your help.
Kind regards
Tamina

Bookclub #5
Catalogues for Issue #5 have been distributed to
students. Orders need to be submitted by Thursday,
July 30 at 9am. It is preferable that orders are made
on LOOP. Details are on the catalogues. A link for
Bookclub has also been sent via Compass.

LITERACY NEWS
The Importance of Making Inferences When Reading

Bookfair

“Whether or not readers
understand a text depends
far more on how much
background knowledge
What is different is that it will not be open for public
(schema) and vocabulary
browsing. Students will be able to browse, write a
wish list to take home & purchase books. Photographs
they have relating to the
& a price list will be uploaded to Compass when the
topic than on how much
Bookfair arrives to help with ordering.
they’ve practiced
Parents can place orders via the BOOKFAIR catalogue
comprehension skills. That’s
or student's wish list or by contacting the school via
because writers leave out a lot of information that
email yinnar.ps@education.vic.gov.au Please put
BOOKFAIR in the subject line.
they assume readers will know. If they put all the
information in, their writing would be tedious. But if
Payments can be made online (see the catalogue or
wish list for details).
readers can’t supply the missing information, they
will have a hard time making sense of the text.”
We are scheduled to have a Bookfair at school from
Monday, August 3 - 12. This will be set up in the open
area of the main building as normal.

Medication

Prior to the holidays parents were notified if their
child's medication was close to expiry. Please make
sure that you have replaced expired medication.

School Council President
Report

Daniel Willingham
“Why American Students Haven’t Gotten Better at
Reading in 20 Years”

Play along!
Welcome to Term 3!
We've started the term with the 'Safe to School'
sub-committee meeting virtually with Latrobe City
reps to explore ways to improve the safety of our
students and families when getting to and from
school.

Read the following paragraph and notice the effect
on your comprehension when you are denied the use
of background knowledge. This passage describes a
common procedure. However, when it is presented
without its title, comprehension is impaired because
you are unable to bring any prior knowledge to
support your understanding.

If you're interested in getting involved or volunteering
some time to assist with safe road crossings at drop
off or pickup times please
Of course, one pile may be sufficient depending on
email sandy.hegarty@gmail.com.
how much there is to do. If you have to go somewhere
else due to a lack of facilities, that is the next step
Sandy Hegarty, School Council President

Otherwise, you are pretty well set. It is important not
to overdo things.
Stay tuned for the next newsletter to find out the
title!

Zara

Xavier

Ryan
Austin

Jaz

Morgen

Jess Hoskin
Literacy Leader

Child Safe

LOST
One of our grade 6 students has unfortunately misplaced his Grade 6 Commemorative
Hoodie- size 12.
This is possibly unnamed and has been missing since the last week of Term 2.
Can you please look at home, check the car and all the usual hidey holes to make sure you
haven’t got an extra hoodie on hand. If found, please ask your child to hand it in at the
office.

