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Dear Parents,

MARCH 20TH
NO WAY!
BULLYING DAY

 

Principal’s Report

Bullying Prevention
This Friday our four School Captains, Jay, Grace, Molly and Bailey are running lessons in every classroom on
Bullying Prevention as part of the National day of Action against Bullying. The message coming from students to
students has been a powerful preventative measure in the past. The lessons are developed from the Bully Zero
Foundation and ideas from the students. The vision of Bully Zero Australia Foundation is to protect and empower
Australians to live fulfilling lives free from all forms of bullying. Here is a link to find out more on this organisation
and an excerpt from their website:
http://bzaf.org.au/what-is-bullying/
As a school we aim to provide a positive culture where bullying is not accepted, and in so doing, all will have the
right of respect from others, the right to learn or to teach, and a right to feel safe and secure in their school
environment at all times. As with every school, there are unfortunately incidents where students have exhibited
bullying behaviour towards others and we are committed to seriously addressing these concerns when we are
aware of them-we will always continue to be vigilant and proactive. I thank the parents who come and share their
concerns with me as we are able to work together to improve the situation a lot.
We make every effort to maintain our commitment to bullying prevention and dealing with bullying throughout
the year both in class and in the playground. We are regularly educating students about what bullying is and how it
moves - often in a very short amount of time -from being mean to bullying. I have attached a poster that we in the
school to help students understand the difference between being rude, being mean and when it turns to bullying
behaviours. All of which are unacceptable. The students are often surprise at how easy it to go from being mean
to bullying and this in itself often serves to remind them to stop their behaviour then and there.
All children are capable of bullying behaviours at some time and it is important for us to respond in a calm and
helpful manner when this occurs. Bullying is about behaviour. Instead of labelling a child as a “bully,” we try to use
the terms “child who bullies” or “a child with bullying behaviour,” which recognizes that they are first and
foremost valued as a child but second that they have exhibited unacceptable behaviour. Children with bullying
behaviours are provided with consequences that allow them the opportunity to redirect their behaviour in more
positive ways as behaviour can be changed. For privacy reasons, the consequences of bullying behaviour, are only
to know the child who with the bullying behaviour and their parents- so unfortunately often the victim doesn’t
feel that anything has been done. I know this is very difficult for victim and their parents but please let me assure
you that we do follow up and deal with every single bullying issue seriously, within our power, when we are aware
of it.
Thanks
Towards the end of last year we had a donation delivery of paper, exercise books, envelopes and other paper
products from Australian Paper. I only recently discovered that this was arranged by one of our parents, Darren
Laing. Thank you Darren for your fantastic efforts in arranging and delivering this stationary to our school. It
certainly has helped towards keeping costs on booklists and the administrative budget lower.
Another fantastic example of parent support for our school is a big thank you to Sam McCulloch. We had recently a
dead possum in the office building roof, creating a dreadful smell, which we had not been able to find and remove.
Upon receiving a call, Sam was up early at our school and solved the problem in no time. Thanks Sam- a very
unpleasant job but it certainly smells better now.
I’d like to say a very big thankyou to all the families who have contributed prizes for the Easter Fair. Your support
and generosity is fabulous! We are in need of some more donations, so if you haven’t had a chance to yet, we
welcome all donations.
Next Friday is the Easter Fair, organised and run by our Student leaders on Junior School Council. This is an important learning opportunity for them, under limited guidance from the teachers. The Easter Fair events are also
developed and run by students for students. This also an important experience for older children to mentor and
help younger students with events, money and overall build the team culture at our school.
Unfortunately due to the current world health concerns, we will be restricting the egg launch to students only. I
will miss having all our parents gathered to join us.
I’d like to wish all our families a very happy Easter and I thank you most sincerely for the wonderful support you
have given the school this term, your understanding and kindness in the challenging times we are facing.
Enjoy the holiday,
Tamina

Regional Swimming

IT’S NOT OK TO BE AWAY!
Going to school every day is the single most important part of your
child’s education. Students learn new things at school every day.
Attending and participating in school will help your child develop:
important skills and knowledge to help them learn
social and emotional skills such as good communication, resilience
and team work.
Children who attend school every day and complete year 12 have:
better health
better job opportunities
higher income across their lives.
There is no safe number of days for
missing school. Each day a student
misses puts them behind.

Congratulations to Bailey, Levi, Ty and Jacinta
who successfully qualified to compete in the
Regional Swimming Competition last week. This
is a very tough level of competition and we are
so proud of each of them and how superbly
they
represented
our school. A
big thank you
to the parents
for
transporting
the students
and supporting
them on the
day.

School Council
I am pleased to announce that we now have filled all of our parent vacancies on School Council. I would
like to thank both Maree Garratt, Chris Milne and Kate James for putting up their hands for School
Council. We are due to have our first school council meeting next Thursday March 26 th, and we’ll now
hold this meeting via email.

CAMPS, SPORTS AND EXCURSIONS FUND
Do you hold a current healthcare or pension card? If so, your child/
ren may be eligible for CSEF. If eligible, please call into the office to
complete the required paperwork.
Below is the criteria used to determine a student’s eligibility for the
Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund (CSEF).
Criteria 1 – Eligibility
To be eligible* for the fund, a parent or legal guardian of a
student attending a registered Government or nongovernment Victorian primary school must:
• on the first day of Term 1, or;
• on the first day of Term 2;
be an eligible beneficiary within the meaning of the State Concessions Act 2004, that is, be a holder of Veterans Affairs Gold Card or
be an eligible Centrelink Health Care Card (HCC) or Pensioner Concession Card (PCC) holder, OR
b) be a temporary foster parent, and;
c) submit an application to the school by the due date.
* A special consideration eligibility category also exists. For more information, see: www.education.vic.gov.au/csef
Parents who receive a Carer Allowance on behalf of a child, or any
other benefit or allowance not income tested by Centrelink, are not
eligible for the CSEF unless they also comply with one of (a) or (b)
above.
Criteria 2 - Be of school age and attend school in Victoria
School is compulsory for all Victorian children aged between six and
17 years of age inclusive.
For the purposes of CSEF, students may be eligible for assistance if
they attend a Victorian registered primary school. Typically, these
students are aged between five and 13 years inclusive.
Eligibility date
For concession card holders CSEF eligibility will be subject to the
parent/legal guardian’s concession card being successfully
validated
with Centrelink th
on the first day of either term one (28th January 2020)
or term two (14 April 2020).
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