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Dear Parents,

Principal’s Report

Settling into learning…
I am very pleased with how all the classes are settling in to the year of learning ahead. There is a
good atmosphere throughout the school, both in classrooms and in the yard. For the next week
or two, teachers are still focussing on processes, learning behaviours and expectations, to lay
solid foundations for learning and growth.
One of the special qualities at Yinnar is how the students show genuine care and are generally
very kind and inclusive of one another. The Prep students were welcomed and supported by their
Grade Six buddy in the yard during their first few weeks at school. A school playground can be
quite daunting for a new young student and having someone to be there for them initially, as a
support, is very important. I thank our Grade Six students who gave up their own playing time to
help watch out for our Preps in those first few days. I know this was new for them too and they
learnt a lot through the experience.
Evacuation Drill
On Thursday 4th February we had our first evacuation drill and our 227 students completely
evacuated all buildings and had assembled on the oval in no time at all. Whilst all of the Grade 16 students had undertaken this drill before, it was a new experience for our Prep students. Our
next practice drill will be lockdown procedures, in a few weeks, which we will let students know
well ahead of time that it is occurring.
Road and bike safety
It is wonderful to see so many students being active by walking and riding their bikes to school
where possible. This is a prompt to remind our students to please take care with your bicycles
and ride them as they ought to be - safely. Children at primary age are still developing their
peripheral vision and many have poor judgement of distance and vehicle speed - hence they tend
to place themselves in more dangerous situations than we might imagine.
Our school practices, based on the Bicycle Victoria and Bike Education policies and practices,
state that:
No child below grade 3 age should ever ride to school without adult supervision.
It is compulsory to wear a helmet.
Bikes and Scooters need to be walked in and out of the school grounds and along the Main
Street footpath until past Smee’s Garage or the Yinnar General Store.
Our road safety attention also includes the crossing at the front of the school. It has been
fantastic to see so many students using the crossing now that we have Lydia, our Crossing
Supervisor there to make sure they get safely across the road.
School Crossing is working well…
A friendly reminder that when the flags are displayed there are a few car parks either side of the
crossing (signposted) that are kept empty, to keep a safety zone for students and families using
the crossing. The Crossing Supervisor needs these left empty so she can see approaching cars and
trucks clearly. The flags go out in the morning from 8.00am-9.00am. In the afternoon they are out
from 2.45pm to 4pm. If you avoid those few car parks on either side of the crossing during these
times you will be helping us to keep our students safe and will avoid an infringement notice! The
speed zone is also reduced to a 40km at these times.
There are still some families crossing in front of Smee’s garage. Please take your child to the
crossing, or watch them walk to the crossing on your side of the road and Lydia will cross them
safely for you. This also will encourage greater independence for students. You can also meet
them on the Bowls Club side of the road and get them to use the crossing themselves. Lydia’s job
is to make sure they are safely across the road for you.
Have a great week,

Tamina

House Fun Night and Welcome BBQ, take 2!
This fun night was held last Thursday. Thank you for your understanding that we had to
postpone. We had a great turn out of staff, students and parents who keep COVID-safe,
whilst having fun with their children and meeting new families and teachers.

School Council Elections
At this time each year the new School Council is elected by the school community. Each member of School Council is
appointed for a two year period. Half the members must retire each year and nominations are called for and elections are
held if required. The retiring members have the right to re-nominate for school council and be treated on an equal basis
with ‘new’ nominations. School Council sets the policies for the school. We also look at the school’s budgets, buildings and
grounds and the general learning direction the school is taking. We also explore NAPLAN results and the various surveys of
children, parents and staff. Most meetings range from an hour to an hour and a half in length and we are obligated to have
eight per year- we normally have nine. We meet the fourth Thursday of the month at 6pm.
This year Ange Jackson, Nick Try, Trish Paradise and Kerry Peachey have completed their two year term. Of course they can
be nominated or reapply again for re-election. We also have one more casual vacant parent positions of twelve months
(due to a councillor resignation). This means five positions in total are available. I thank each of these councillors for their
valuable contribution to School Council and the positive impact they have made on behalf of the parent community.
Who can apply? Any parent with a child at the school. Parents may self-nominate and retiring councillors may re-nominate.
How do you apply? Drop into the office and pick up a nomination form. You have one week (until Monday 1st March) to get
it back to the school.
If we have more nominations than positions available then we hold an election. Voting papers would be distributed.
The timetable is as follows:
Monday 1st March - call for nominations- forms at the office
Monday 8th March - nominations close. If five candidates or less apply, appointments are made immediately
Monday 15th March - distribution of ballot papers if necessary
Monday 22nd March - votes due and counted
Thursday 25th March - declaration of ballot
If you want to find out a little more about Council then please come and see me or any of the School Council members.
The next School Council is tomorrow night, Thursday 25th February and this will be the final meeting of the ‘old’ council. The
March meeting will be the first of the ‘new’ council members.

CAMPS, SPORTS AND EXCURSIONS FUND
Do you hold a current healthcare or pension card? If so, your child/ren may be eligible for CSEF. If eligible, please call into
the office to complete the required paperwork.
Below is the criteria used to determine a student’s eligibility for the Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund (CSEF).
Criteria 1 – Eligibility
To be eligible* for the fund, a parent or legal guardian of a student attending a registered Government or nongovernment Victorian primary school must:
• on the first day of Term 1, or;
• on the first day of Term 2;
be an eligible beneficiary within the meaning of the State Concessions Act 2004, that is, be a holder of Veterans Affairs
Gold Card or be an eligible Centrelink Health Care Card (HCC) or Pensioner Concession Card (PCC) holder, OR
b) be a temporary foster parent, and;
c) submit an application to the school by the due date.
* A special consideration eligibility category also exists. For more information, see: Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund
(education.vic.gov.au)
Parents who receive a Carer Allowance on behalf of a child, or any other benefit or allowance not income tested by
Centrelink, are not eligible for the CSEF unless they also comply with one of (a) or (b) above.
Criteria 2 - Be of school age and attend school in Victoria
School is compulsory for all Victorian children aged between six and 17 years of age inclusive.
For the purposes of CSEF, students may be eligible for assistance if they attend a Victorian registered primary school.
Typically, these students are aged between five and 13 years inclusive.
Eligibility date
For concession card holders CSEF eligibility will be subject to thethparent/legal guardian’s concession
card being successfully
validated with Centrelink on the first day of either term one (27 January 2021) or term two (19thApril 2021).

Literacy news
Welcome back for 2021.
Now that we are mid-way through this term and all grades have settled in to their new
learning spaces with their new learning teams, there are lots of exciting literacy things
happening across our school.
The Grade Preps have been learning letters and sounds, and are beginning to use their
knowledge and skills to read and write! We are so proud of the progress they have
made in such a short amount of time, and we can’t wait to update you all on their
growth throughout the year.

Teachers at YPS are also learners and always striving to better their practice. Some
teachers have just started an online workshop run by The Writing Revolution in
America. There is a session each week (8 in total) where we will learn strategies to
implement in our classrooms to improve our learners’ writing, reading comprehension,
analytical thinking and content knowledge. We feel privileged to have the opportunity
to participate in this course, and are looking forward to sharing our new learning with
each other.
Jess Hoskin
Literacy Leader

IT’S NOT OK TO BE AWAY!
Going to school every day is the single most important part
of your child’s education. Students learn new things at
school every day. Attending and participating in school will
help your child develop:

important skills and knowledge to help them learn
social and emotional skills such as good communication,

April

Xander Finn

Thomas
Jesse

Dakota
Marli

resilience and team work.
Children who attend school every day and complete year
12 have:

better health

Farrah Ellody
Lachy Nic

better job opportunities
higher income across their lives.
There is no safe number of days for missing school. Each
day a student misses puts them behind.

NEW LINES
Check out our new lines! Our
asphalt area has never looked
brighter.

So much fun to be had!

KURNAI NEWS

Hello everyone, it is great to be able to introduce myself as the Campus Principal at
Kurnai College, Churchill Campus. Following a very interesting year in 2020, I certainly
hope 2021 will be much more ‘normal’ for us all.

Even though we had a disrupted year, the relationship with Kurnai Churchill and our
feeder Primary Schools continued to strengthen. Whilst many of our Transition
programs were put on hold last year, we are certainly looking forward to the first
transition activity known as ‘Awareness Day’. On this day students in Grade 5 and 6 will
spend the day participating in activities and classes at Churchill Campus
We are always looking for ways to improve transition for students from Primary school
into a Secondary setting and would love to hear any suggestions from our Primary
families.
I would like to invite any Grade 5/6 parents to have a cuppa and chat with myself and
Darren Campbell, Year 7 Team Leader on Friday, March 5th at 9.30 am as an opportunity
to discuss anything about Kurnai College and Secondary School.

Kind regards
Cleo Lazaris
Churchill Campus Principal

REMINDER
SCHOOL PHOTOS
WEDNESDAY 17th MARCH
Please return photo order envelopes to the office.
Spares and sibling orders are available.

