
Dear Parents and Carers, 

Welcome back to term 3 again! 
Once again thank you for your support over the past couple of weeks of remote and flexible learning. When we 
were met with the news of another lockdown and a return to remote and flexible learning there was some 
disappointment and frustrations, however our teachers, students and families have again worked together to 
ensure learning continues. 
I am very aware that learning from home places a range of demands on families and I would like all of our 
families to know that we understand that you are trying to make the best of the situation. It is important to 
acknowledge the range of emotions you and your family may experience during lockdowns. Whilst it is easy for 
us all to become negative during these times, trying to focus on the positive emotions, sharing happiness with 
others and being grateful for the good things in our lives proves to be much more helpful. 
Schools are designed to have students in them and we are very pleased to have our students back onsite. 
Teachers have very much enjoyed being back in the classroom and are working hard to make the most of every 
minute of learning time. 
 
Curiosity in the Classroom 
I was most impressed with our 1/2 classes curiosity for learning. The students have been learning about the 
solar system in particular about light refraction and reflection. They were discussing how the sun makes 
shadows on the earth. One student posed the question “how come sometimes there are shadows in the night 
when the sun is not out?”  This led to a team of curious learners 
researching, wondering, questioning and exploring. 
Jack and Jayden were keen to share their research with me. The 
boys concluded that…” even though the surface of the moon is not 
smooth, it has volcanoes and craters, they determined that the sun 
is so big that it would still reflect off the moon’s bumpy surface and 
bounce back the light (12%)to earth to make shadows. 
It is the feeling of curiosity that makes learning attractive. It is 
curiosity that creates engagement with things that are currently 
strange, unpredictable, or problematic. 
As a school we aim to develop   powerful learners who have the 
balance of curriculum requirements with the deliberate stimulation 
for their own appetite for learning. 
 
Gippsland Regional Cross Country 

Before lockdown was announced four of our students 
travelled to Lardner Park, Warragul to compete in the 
Gippsland Region Cross Country event. They were very 
lucky with the weather on the day however students 
still had to deal with a very muddy and hilly course. Nic, 
Paddy, Abbey and Zoe represented Yinnar and 
themselves with pride and gave their best effort against 
the top cross-country runners from all over Gippsland. 
Congratulations to all four students, however a special 
congratulations to Abbey who has qualified for the 
Victorian State Cross Country event to be held later in 
the year. 

Splash of Green and Gold 
Over the past weeks our classes have been capitalising on the enormous learning opportunities provided by the 
current Olympic Games and we were fortunate to have 3-time Olympian Belinda Snell join us for a Webex 
session.   The session was competently hosted by our school leaders, Cooper, Gracie, Levi and Zara. Belinda 
modestly and humbly shared her many triumphs, including being part of the Australian Olympic teams in 
Athens, Beijing and London, as well as her challenges throughout her basketball sporting career.  
Belinda’s advice to us a was…. “to enjoy your sport and follow your dreams. It will be hard work, there will be 
challenges and setbacks, but it will be worth it in the end.”  
 

Kind Regards, 

        Christine 

Principal’s Report 
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This week, YPS had the opportunity to have a chat with a past Olympian Belinda Snell. With Covid-19 restrictions, 

we were unable to have Belinda on site. We were fortunate to have technology that could still allow us to 

communicate with her by utilising Webex instead. Each grade joined the Webex meeting and had the opportunity 

to ask Belinda some questions on behalf of their grade. It was very interesting learning about and hearing 

Belinda’s experiences and seeing the 3 medals that she has won. We thank Belinda for joining YPS for our Webex 

meeting ☺  

Isabella – Technology Leader 
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General information  
We have a confirmed case of chicken pox in the 

middle grades of the school.   
If your child is unwell please keep them home and 
if you suspect chicken pox inform your doctor and 

advise the school 

Celebrating Naidoc Day 

 

 

Help Wanted 

We are seeking help from parents who may be able to assist with a small 

paving project in the school. 

Please see Mr Twomey if you are able to help. 

Using the 2021 NAIDOC 
theme, Heal Country!, as  

inspiration, ‘Care for Country’ is 
a bright and vibrant artwork 
which explores how Country 

has cared for and healed First 
Nations people spiritually, 

physically, emotionally, socially 
and culturally. 

The 2021 National NAIDOC  
Poster, ‘Care for Country’ was  
designed by Gubbi Gubbi artist  

Maggie-Jean Douglas. 

On Tuesday 10th August we will celebrate Naidoc Day. 

Students are encouraged to come to school dressed in the colours of the Aboriginal Flag or the Torres 
Strait Islands Flag. 

We look forward to a fun day. 

The artwork includes  
communities, people, animals 
and bush medicines spread 
over different landscapes of 
red dirt, green grass, bush 

land and coastal areas to tell 
the story of the many ways 

Country can and has healed 
us throughout our lives and 

https://www.naidoc.org.au/get-involved/2021-theme


 

 

 

 

Help your child stay active 

• Regular physical activity can improve your child’s physical and mental 
health. 

• Ensure your child stays active every day while taking everyday preventive 
actions. 

• Find ways to make physical activity a part of your child’s life. 
• Set a positive example by leading an active lifestyle yourself and     

making physical activity a part of your family’s daily routine. 

Help your child stay socially connected 
• Reach out to friends and family via phone or video chats. 
• Write cards or letters to family members who they may not be able to 

visit. 

Help your child cope with stress 
• The COVID-19 pandemic can be stressful for both adults and children.  
• CDC has also developed several tools to help you care for your child’s 

mental health and well-being.    
• There is a COVID-19 Parental Resource Kit online which offers tools to 

help you understand your child’s social, emotional, and mental health 
challenges according to their age group and promote their well-being 
during the COVID-19 pandemic.  

• The Essentials for Parenting Toddlers and preschoolers page is another 
resource you can find online to provide guidance on how to address 
common parenting challenges, like tantrums and whining, and          
information on things you can do to build a positive, healthy             
relationship with your young children. 

 
Please refer to the following link if you’d like any more information: 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/daily-life-coping/
children.html  

 
 

 

Ways to Promote Children’s Wellbeing During the 

COVID 19 Pandemic 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/prevention.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/prevention.html
https://www.cdc.gov/physicalactivity/basics/adding-pa/activities-children.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/daily-life-coping/parental-resource-kit/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/parents/essentials/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/daily-life-coping/children.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/daily-life-coping/children.html


 

 
  



 

 


