
 

 

Dear parents, 

Our recent lockdown was an unavoidable hiccup in our 2021 learning program, but 

thanks to the incredible teachers we were able to pivot in the blink of an eye (and 

with the aid of an overworked photocopier). Your support with your children’s 

home learning was much appreciated- so a shout out to you all for your dedication 

and the value you place on education. 

 

If you get the chance, at drop off or pick up time, please take a few minutes to walk 

around to the back of the BER building, next to the Art room, where you will see the 

amazing progress of the arts space garden that Kurnai VCAL are currently enhancing 

for us. 

We are very fortunate and extremely grateful to have a team of the Year 12 VCAL 

students from Kurnai SC design, plan and upgrade this area. They have started with 

building seating, tee-pees and sensory paths with homemade pavers and a range of 

materials. This project work has been happening each Friday, rain hail or shine.  

 

 

Thank you to Stephen Blake for his assistance with moving and repairing some of 

our playground equipment. We have had to move the Roly Poly equipment to new 

location in the yard and thanks to Stephens ingenuity and skills, we can reassemble 

it in a safer spot free of tree roots. 

 

Staffing updates 
Ms Kara Burslem will be taking her well-deserved Long Service Leave starting at the 
end of this term. She will return for the commencement of term 4. Ms Caitlin 
Twomey will be taking the 2 /3 class for the whole week during this time.  
 
Ms Leanne Milsom, who has been on personal leave this year, will remain on leave 
for the rest of this term and then will be resigning from YPS. Leanne has been a 
significant asset to our school and has contributed to the positive educational 
outcomes of hundreds of children in her 18 years of service at 
Yinnar Primary, and has been a valued staff member and 
colleague in this time. 
I have offered to arrange a special farewell (COVID 
restrictions permitting) with our school community, once her 
personal leave has concluded, as many past and present 
students, staff and families would like the opportunity to 
thank her and say goodbye. Leanne has been asked to let me 
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me know if this is something she would be happy to have happen. I wish her and her 
family all the very best.   
Ms Natt Cheffers will be picking up Leanne’s hours in the library and current staff 
will cover the classroom support hours. A huge thank you to the parents who have 
assisted in the library over the past term and a half and especially to one of our 
parents, Krystal Bond for her tireless work in sourcing, shelving and updating library 
resources in Leanne’s absence.  
Donna Lawless will continue to be on personal leave for most of June.  Jodie Davern 
will remain in Donna’s role, with admin assistance by Ange Jackson each Wednesday 
this term.  
 
Les Blacker, our maintenance staff member, has tendered his resignation. He has 
made a lot improvements to our school both internally and externally over the past 
5 years, for which I am very appreciate of. At this stage I will not be advertising his 
permanent position and will get a maintenance person in on a casual basis.  
 
Curriculum and Student Learning 
Prior to lockdown 4.0, teachers have been released from face to face teaching for 2 
days each to undertake one on one assessments. These included the Maths Online 
Interview, Fountas and Pinnell Reading assessment and Phonics and Phonemic 
Awareness assessments. These will inform their teaching directly and provide 
evidence for their teacher judgement against the Victorian Curriculum for Semester 
1 reports to parents.  
In their weekly professional learning meetings, teachers have been focussing on 
using the big ideas of mathematics to improve their planning and deepen student 
understanding of concepts as well as how to improve students reading fluency.  
 
We would love you to join us! School Council Parent Vacancies  
We have parent vacancies on School Council for the remainder of 2021. It is a great 
opportunity to try it for a short period rather than commit for a full two-year term.  
School Council is a dynamic and enthusiastic team of parents and staff who are 
passionate about improving our school for our children. The members all share the 
load, so its’ not a huge workload for any one individual.  
We meet on the fourth Thursday of each month onsite or 

via WEBEX. If you are interested or would like to know more 

please send me an email via COMPASS, catch me before or 

after school in the yard or let the office know 

 

Thanks Tamina 
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Hi my name is Trish, I have two children at YPS and this is my sixth year as a 
parent representative on School Council.  Being on School Council has given 
me a great opportunity to be involved in my kids education and enabled 
great insight into the inner workings of YPS.  I've got to know other parents 
and built better relationships with teachers and other staff at YPS.  It has 
been really satisfying to be involved in many improvements to the school 
and lots of great school events. I have been able to adapt my level 
of  involvement to accommodate changes in other commitments. We are 
currently looking for new School Council members.  If you are interested in 
getting involved please contact Tamina and I am happy to answer any 
questions you may have if you see me about. 

SCHOOL DISCO—June 18th 

Has been postponed till Term 4 Thanks for your understanding  

Parent Teacher Conversations -Wednesday 23rd June 2-6pm 

The conversation should not ‘belong’ to the teacher or the parent, but to both.                    
So allow the teacher to focus on the important things they want to mention, while             

ensuring that you get the opportunity to ask any questions you feel are important to 
you.  Parent/teacher conversations are a critical part of the parent/teacher                 

relationship and positive conversations will assist in good learning outcomes for 
your child or children. 

BOOKINGS NOW OPEN ON COMPASS  

Assistance for Performing Arts 

2021 is our concert year and we have chosen to do the Disney musical Aladdin. Our school productions 
always create an enormous amount of excitement for the students and an enjoyable night for all 
involved. I am seeking any parents/guardians who might be interested in helping with the making and 
sourcing of costumes/props for our main characters. If you have an interest in helping out I would love 
to hear from you. Please leave your name with Jodie at the office or e-mail 
my directly (katherine.linton@education.vic.gov.au)  

Thank you 

Katie Linton 

LIFE ED VAN 

Was scheduled for the next  2 weeks but has been postponed till further notice 

mailto:katherine.linton@education.vic.gov.au


 

This term, the 4/5/6’s have been investigating different historical events that 

changed the way we live in Australia today. Each team was given an event to 

research and write up an information report, then used that information to 

then create an informative poster. The students have also began creating 

dioramas to accurately depict their event. The learners have put a lot of effort 

into collaborating effectively together and are excited to share their learning 

with the other classes.  

 

This is also a friendly reminder to 4/5/6 parents that the History Fair is 

scheduled for 2.15pm-3.00pm next Thursday, 24th June. Due to current COVID 

restrictions, we will keep you posted on whether parents are allowed onsite 

to visit. If parents are not allowed to come onsite, we will post our learning to 

share with you on Seesaw.  

HISTORY FAIR GRADES 4/5/6 ‘s  

24 JUNE  



 The Preps are so lucky! We have been visited by some wonderful Grade 5/6 students this week who 
have chosen a picture story book or non-fiction text to come and read us for our Fruit and Story each 
afternoon. It has been great to build their confidence in reading to an authentic audience, to practice 
their fluency, and for the Grade Preps to listen to their older peers read, instead of always the teacher. 

Thanks to those Grade 5/6s who have volunteered their time    

 

 

 

 

 

Cleo     Tyler            Amber   Mei       Gracie 

Charlie       Tiana   Taig   Ash       Caleb   

Macie            Jack    Paddy        Sunnie      

Annaliese     Soph   Amira     Archer  

    Annie      Alice   Ruby                             



BEANIES and SCARVES 

 

For Sale at the school office 

 Beanies $15 

 Scarves $15 

 Beanie and Scarf $20 

 

 



 

 



 

 

KURNAI VCAL STUDENTS  



IMPORTANT INFORMATON REGARDING COMMUNITY BENEFIT PAYMENTS!!  

 

Dear Community Benefit Recipient,  

 
We are about to complete the transition to our new Ritchies Card Loyalty program. 

 
At the cessation of our original Community Benefit card program we committed to making regular 
monthly payments to organisations based on historical data.  Over the past 6 months we have com-
menced paying organisations either the average historical amount or the actual amount generated 
under the new system, whichever is the higher. 

 
The payment amounts based on historical data will cease when we pay the June monthly totals in 
early July 2021. 

 
Payment amounts will be made using the data generated from our new Ritchies Card from July 2021.  

 
The payments we make to you from our new system will be entirely dependent on the number of 
members who have chosen your organisation as their preferred recipient.  This is based on the new 
Ritchies Card members who joined the program since September 2020. 

 
It is very important that your organisation promotes the new Ritchies Card to your members to ensure that you are in a 
position to continue to receive payments from our community program.  
 
It is easy for your members to join either using a phone and downloading the Ritchies Card App from the App store or 

Google Play, or by going online to www.ritchies.com.au/loyalty using a tablet or desk top computer. They can then 

pick up a physical card available from our friendly cashiers in-store, which they then link to their app or online account. 
Once they have set up their account they can then nominate your organisation. 

 
If your payments from us have just started in the last couple of months, or recently increased, con-
gratulations. This means that since we rolled out the new program your organisation is being sup-
ported by your community members, family, and friends. Just keep promoting the system to your 
supporters and watch your monthly payments grow. 

 
If you have any questions about this update or if you need assistance with some ideas to promote 
your group please contact penny.sayer@ritchies.com.au or andrea.hunt@ritchies.com.au 

 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ritchies.com.au%2Floyalty&data=04%7C01%7CAngela.Jackson%40education.vic.gov.au%7C67110cfc91cd4a898c6408d926266a2b%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C637582768694379660%7CUnknown%7C
mailto:penny.sayer@ritchies.com.au
mailto:andrea.hunt@ritchies.com.au


 

 



 


