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Dear Families,
Clearly benefiting from the Easter and term break, the students and staff are refreshed
and have reset for what is certain to be a particularly full term ahead.
I sincerely congratulate the students and staff for the wonderfully settled and calm
manner in which they have approached their return to school. This tone has been
exemplary and is importantly providing an optimum learning environment for all of the
students.
Our Term 1 concluded with much to celebrate, our Yinnar and District Sports, Da Vinci
Excursion and our very special traditional JSC Easter Fair.
What a spectacular way to end our term with a win at the District sports and a fun,
student led Easter Fair. We thank Mrs Try, Miss Castello, Miss Twomey and our JSC
student leaders for or ganising this invaluable exper ience for us. They r aised a total
of $1881.25 which went directly to the Royal Children’s Hospital Good Friday Appeal.
Our chickens were well looked after during the April School Holidays. Thank you to Mrs
Peters, Ivy and Judd for making sure they were well fed and safe. You may have also
noticed that a few more chickens have appeared- they were very generously donated to
our school from Lily Spencer and her family. Thank you Gillian, Paul and Lily.
We are delighted that this term we can start welcoming families back to our fortnightly
Celebration of learning, Fridays 2:45pm in the Stadium. This impor tant gather ing
(and energy) has been missed by many and we look forward to having as many parents
and carers there as possible. The dates are available on the COMPASS Calendar.
Sovereign Hill Camp
Last week our Year 5 /6 students and teachers ventured to Sovereign Hill, Ballarat Camp,
to immerse themselves in the 1850’s gold rush era. The students and staff had a
wonderful time. I am extremely grateful to the staff members who took time away from
their families to do this.
During May each year, the Department of Education requires all of our Year 3 & 5
students to undertake the NAPLAN tests. This will occur in two weeks’ time, from 11-13
May.
Throughout the year, classroom teachers undertake a range of assessments, which gives
them a very detailed picture of your child’s learning in English and Mathematics. This is
the information they use to continually monitor and progress the learning of your child.
Whilst many students find these tests okay, I also know that the performance of some of
our students will be adversely effected by anxiety. We want to alleviate these heightened
levels of anxiety as much as possible, and teachers will be trying to make sure that the
students are as open to leaning as possible throughout the testing period.
If you have any questions or concerns about your child sitting the NAPLAN tests, please
see your child’s class teacher. If you don’t want your child to sit the NAPLAN tests for
any reason you have to let me know- otherwise we expect all children to participate.

Thanks Tamina

WE WANT OUR STUDENTS TO TELL US WHAT THEY THINK!
We value student voice as a means to improving student engagement, wellbeing and
instruction and are conducting a survey to find out what your child thinks of our school.

quality

The Attitudes to School Survey is an annual student survey offered by the Department of Education and
Training to assist schools in gaining an understanding of students' perceptions and experience of school.
Our school will use the survey results to plan programs and activities to improve your child's schooling
experience. Students will be asked about their thoughts and feelings in relation to their school, their
learning, peer relationships and bullying.
Students from, Year 4 to 6, at our school will participate in the survey over the period 7-18 May. The
survey only takes 20-30 minutes to complete online and occurs during your child's class time, using a
purpose built secure online survey tool. It is important to note that we are not in any way “testing” your
child. Your child has the right to refuse or withdraw from the survey at any time. Your child will be
provided with a unique login to complete the survey. The student login is an assigned identifier that may
be used to link data for statistical and research purposes only. All responses to the survey are kept
anonymous in the response file. Personal identification data will not be recorded in the survey response
file. This ensures that the confidentiality of your child’s responses is protected at all times.
The survey results will be reported back to the school in an aggregate form throughout the survey period.
All survey data that is made available in reports are for groups of students only so that no individual
student can be identified. Data suppression rules are used for schools with low student numbers per year
level.
In previous years we used the survey results to celebrate and acknowledge the high quality teaching and
learning in all classrooms, the strong relationships between teachers and students and the student’s
positive mindsets when tackling challenges in their learning.
We also spent a lot of time and resources in following up the areas we needed to improve, which include
the transfer of these qualities beyond the classroom and into the playground.
If you would like more information, please speak to your child’s teacher or visit: https://
www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/data-collection-surveys/guidance/attitudes-school-survey
Parent Teacher Conversations will be held on Wednesday 23rd June 2021 from 2pm – 5:45pm.
Students will be dismissed at 3:15pm as normal.
Bookings via COMPASS- available next week
Student Reports will be available on COMPASS on Friday 18th June.
Hard copy available upon request (see office)

BOOK CLUB ISSUE 3
Bookclub Issue 3 is now open for all online LOOP orders. Catalogues went home
last week.
Orders due by 5th May.
Please do not send orders into school, we are only offering online ordering at this
stage.

School Closure Day- Change of Date
Our school closure day has been changed from Wednesday 2
June to Monday 31st May. The presenter is no longer able to
attend on that day, so we have moved from a Maths focus to
Report Writing day.
Outside Hours School care

Our school will be starting a before and after school care program
beginning in Term 3. We were successful in our grant application for
an Outside of School Hours Care (OSHC) Establishment Grant. This
will significantly help in setting up the program and ensuring its
viability in the next few years.
School Council is currently finalising the third party provider who will
run the program. Once we have the provider in place, we will
communicate with you on how to enrol and provide you with more
details about what is on offer.

Building Learning Power Report
On Friday your child will bring home their “Progress in Learning Power” report for
Term 1. The purpose of this report is to provide you with some information on how
your child is currently progressing as a learner. It focusses on their Resilience, their
Resourcefulness, their Reflective Skills and their Reciprocal Skills-how they work
by themselves and with others. These are the 4 key dispositions which we believe
that all of our students need to develop in order to become successful lifelong
learners.
The teachers have reflected on how often they have observed your child
demonstrating these BLP (Building Learning Power) behaviours last term. This
involved conversations with your child and you will see that your child has been
empowered to reflect on Term 1 and set a learning goal for improvement. If you
have any questions please see your child’s class teacher.

Good Friday Appeal

CONGRATULATIONS
Thanks to the very generous support from our school and wider community, the
Junior School Council raised $1881.25 for the Royal Children’s Hospital’s Good
Friday Appeal. The money was a combined total raised from both Easter in Yinnar
and our Easter Fair. The Junior School Council members displayed great leadership
and organisation during the weeks leading up to these events and there were many
smiling faces enjoying the Easter Fair last term!

Help needed-are you able to weld and cut metal?
We have a few repairs needed to parts of our steel playground equipment. If you can
assist, please contact the office

DROP OFF & PICKUP GENERAL REMINDER
Reminding when parents/carers dropping off students late please pop to the
office to sign them in. If parent/carer is unwell we are happy to accept a
quick phone call
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Sovereign Hill Camp
Last week, we went to Sovereign Hill in Ballarat for our 5/6 camp. After reflecting on our
time away, everyone said it was one of the best camps!
I think Sovereign Hill camp was awesome! We got to see and experience what life was like
during the Gold Rush. Lots of shops sold cool vintage souvenirs and the best shop was the
confectionary shop. There was lots of options to choose from, including my favourite sour
grape drops! To top it all off, we even found real gold while panning!
- Ruby McKay

My experience was great at Sovereign Hill. We got to do lots of cool activities that truly
made you feel like you were in the Gold Rush times. This included gold panning, the
underground mine tours, the Sound and Light show and we even got to see a pantomime. I
wish I could go back there again sometime soon to do more activities, buy more souvenirs
and definitely some more lollies!
- Emilia Mills

ANZAC Day
ANZAC Day is an important day for all Australians. It is a special day to remember all
the service people who risked their lives for our great country.
At school we held an important assembly to commemorate ANZAC Day. Each grade
designed and made a unique wreath to lay at the school assembly.

On Sunday we were proud to lead the school in the traditional community march.
Many students attended and were very respectful. As school leaders we had the
honour of laying two wreaths in memory of the service people.
School Leader : Levi, Gracie, Zara and Cooper

Chinese Classes this week with Joy & Monty

Churchill Information Opportunity
For Parents of 2022 Year 7 Students
Date: Thursday May 6 Time: 5.30pm
Before Grade 5 and 6 students experience our
Secondary School Awareness Day
at Kurnai Churchill on Tuesday, June 1,
We warmly invite parents to come along and
find out more about how we care for,
support and challenge our students,
especially Year 7s about to face great change

Studt Outcomes:

KURNAI NEWS

Hello to all our feeder Primary School communities. I trust everyone had a relaxing
break. This is a busy term for transition at Kurnai. By now you would have received
information regarding our Annual Awareness Day on June 1st. This is a great day for
our Grade 5 and 6 students to participate and experience a day as a secondary
student. Each of the Primary Schools will provide the details for transport and
arrangements for the day. Once students arrive at Kurnai College they will meet as a
group and then divide into classes for activities for the remainder of the day. A
sausage sizzle will be on offer at lunch time.
Our information evening will be held next week on May 6th in the Language Centre
at 5.30 pm. Here, Darren, our Year 7 Team Leader and Year 7 teachers will answer
all your questions regarding Year 7 in 2022. At the same time, we will begin our first
round of Advanced Learning Program testing. Darren and his team have provided a
flyer with all the details. In addition, you could visit our Facebook page or contact
our General Office on 51650600.
I look forward to seeing you all at one, or both events. Please feel free to contact me
if you have any questions.

Kind regards

Cleo Lazaris
Churchill Campus Principal

