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Welcome back to the 2021 school year! It’s great to see everyone relaxed and reenergised after
the summer break. For those of you who are new to Yinnar Primary School, I extend to you an
extra special welcome. I am sure that you will have been greeted by staff, students and other
parents with the same friendliness and kindness that I have always experienced, one of the many
qualities of our wonderful school community.
We have some very special new students at our school. Firstly, we have our Prep children who
have already shown their willingness to try new things and have settled quickly in to their new
learning environments, a mindset that will hold them in good stead as they encounter different
challenges this year. A friendly Yinnar welcome to; Ruby, Matilda, Fletcher, Juliette, Aria, Jack,
Leah, Harrison, Ava, Gracie, Marlee, Mack, Blakely, Beau, Zayne, Koby, Jayde, Charlotte,
Mason, Claire, Ellody, Leander, Amber, Ayla, Tatum, Madelaine, Zara, Lylah, River, Jesse, Alex,
Breseyis, Willow, James and Stephanie. It is wonderful to have you and your families at our
school.
On behalf of the school community I would like to also welcome a number of new students in
other classes across our school. We welcome Aidan, Sophia, Blake, Elyse, Lily S and Lily A we all
look forward to getting to know you and your families too.
We are extremely fortunate to welcome back Mrs Katie Linton from family leave (taking
Performing Arts on a Wednesday and Friday) and welcome Miss Gregoria Castello as our new
Prep Teacher.
You may have noticed some buildings and grounds works which occurred over the holidays. We
had some general maintenance, including guttering and school buildings (both internal and
external) cleaned, new air conditioners installed in the office area and staff room. Old
decommissioned wall heaters in the main building and Prep classrooms have been removed,
walls re-plastered and painted. The raised concrete outside the staffroom has been fixed, new
flooring in the Prep bag area and new carpet in the 4 /5 and Performing Arts room. We also have
purchased new ipads and netbooks for students as part of our ICT plan and these are already set
up and in use in classrooms.
On Tuesday 26th January I was delighted to listen to our four new school captains give their first
official speech at the Australia Day ceremony in Yinnar. They were certainly well prepared and
great ambassadors for our school. Two students (one past and one present), who are members of
the Yinnar Scout group were a key part of the flag raising ceremony. I was very proud of Rory and
Timika being active citizens in our community.

Have a great week,

Tamina

School and Vice Captains for 2021
Hi we are your School Leaders for 2021. It is a pleasure to have this opportunity and we are
very excited to see what 2021 brings for us.
My name is Levi. I am one of the 2021 School Leaders. I live in Jeeralang
Junction with my mum, dad and 3 sisters. I enjoying going to the swim
meets and meeting up with my friends. I am so excited to see what this
school year will be like and to listen to other peoples’ ideas to make the
school fun and enjoyable. I am excited to take be a School Leader because
I know I will make a great leader. I always have a growth mindset and I try
to use all the GRACE core values and learning muscles both outside and
inside the classroom.

My name is Zara and this year I am a School Leader. I enjoy playing netball
and riding horses. I also love to hang out with my friends and family. As a
School Leader I will model all of the GRACE core values. I will be a great
role model and someone others can look up to. I am really looking forward
to seeing everyone perform in Yinnar’ Got Talent. I can’t wait to help
organise whole school events and I know 2021 will be a great year.

My name is Gracie. I am a School Leader at the Yinnar Primary for 2021. I
live in Yinnar with my mum, dad, brother and two sisters. This year I’m so
excited to help organise events for the school. I would like to set up some
new chairs around the school playground. As a School Leader I will always
show the GRACE core values as I know they play an important. I can’t wait
to see what 2021 brings.

My name is Cooper and I’m one of the 2021 School Leaders. I enjoy playing
different sports such as footy, cricket and basketball. I live with my family
of five and love to play outside with my younger brothers. I love maths and
learning new things. I am very pleased to have the responsibility if being a
School Leader. This year I would like to improve the tunnel area of the
school so that more people can use it. As a School Leader I will display the
GRACE core values at all times and be a good role model for younger
students.

THANKYOU S&S HIRE
We are extremely grateful to S&S Hire
who kindly donated a cement mixer for a
day. We thank them for this generous
donation.
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2021 MDNA JUNIOR NETBALL
WINTER
COMP COMMENCES
SATURDAY
13TH MARCH 2021.
A FREE Pre-Season Netball Clinic for all age groups
(Under 9, Under 11 and 13&U) will be held between: 9am to 10.30am, followed by a quick
meeting with parents on Saturday 20th February
2021 @ Yinnar Primary School.
This will be a great opportunity to express your
interest to take on a role that will support our junior players throughout the season, this
includes coaching.
Please email yinnarjuniornetball@gmail.com with:
Attendee Full Name:
DOB
Address TOWN, PC
Current School Attending (this is to gain an appreciation of logistics for future reference)
Parent/Carer/Guardian Contact Full Name:
Parent Mobile
Preferred Email address
Club membership can be paid online:
yinnarfnc.tidyhq.com 2021 Victorian Netball Association (VNA) Registration can be
renewed/paid via the "MyNetball" app through Moe
& District Netball Association.
Players who qualify for 15's (these are the players
who are turning 14 this year) are
encouraged to contact Suze Benson on 0438110282. If
your child misses out on the MGFL Yinnar 15's
team, please do not be
disheartened, as we
will accommodate a 15's team at MDNA.

Library News
Library Timetable
Monday — Prep Hoskin and Prep Castello
Tuesday— 2/3 Grunberg and 1/2 Nocera
Wednesday — 4/5 Dyke and 1/2 Try
Thursday—5/6 Munckton and 2/3 Burslem/Twomey
Friday—5/6 Coffin
Students need to bring a library bag or their reading satchel to each library session.
We welcome volunteers to assist in reshelving books, tidying shelves and covering
new resources. Parents are also welcome to borrow from the library as well.

ICY POLES
Icy Poles will be on sale at lunchtime on days when the forecast temperature on the
Sunsmart App is 30+ ° and every Friday. Cost is 50 cents, icy poles are limited to 1
per child per day.

Sunscreen

First Aid

Students should all have sunscreen applied before school. It is also a good idea to
have a small tube or roll on in their bags to reapply before lunch.
Medications

All medications MUST be handed in to the office and an authority form completed by
parent. Students are not permitted to have medications in school bags and/or
classrooms.
Apps for Advice
We encourage all parents to download the apps for SUNSMART, POLLEN COUNT and
VIC EMERGENCY. We use these apps for up to date information.

Child Safe
On 26 November 2015, the Victorian Parliament passed the Child Wellbeing
and Safety Amendment (Child Safe Standards) Bill 2015, which amended the
Child Safety and Wellbeing Act 2005 to introduce the Child Safe Standards that
would apply to all organisations involved in child related work in Victoria.
With this Bill came the implementation of 7 Victorian Child Safe Standards.
Nationally there are 10 principles. The 10 principles are very similar to our 7
standards but go into more detail. The 7 Victorian standards are as follows.
Standard 1: Strategies to embed an organisational culture of child safety,
including through effective leadership arrangements
Standard 2: A Child Safe Policy or Statement of Commitment to Child Safety
Standard 3: A code of conduct that establishes clear expectations for
appropriate behaviour with children
Standard 4: Screening, supervision, training and other human resources
practices that reduce the risk of child abuse by new and existing personnel
Standard 5: Processes for responding to and reporting suspected child abuse
Standard 6: Strategies to identify and reduce or remove risks of child abuse
Standard 7: Strategies to promote the participation and empowerment of
children
The staff at Yinnar Primary School ensure child safe practices are embedded
into everyday school life and all policies are up to date and at the forefront of
everyone’s mind.

Schools at Risk of Grassfire (Category 4)
School procedures for the bushfire season
Fire danger ratings and warnings are used in Victoria to
provide clear direction on the safest options for
preserving life.
Schools and children’s services listed on the DET
Bushfire At-Risk Register (BARR) and those at risk of grassfire
(Category 4) will be closed when a Code
Red fire danger rating day is determined in their
Bureau of
Meteorology district. Our school has been identified as being one of those at high grassfire risk.
Where possible, we will provide parents with up to four days’ notice of a potential Code Red day closure by email and via COMPASS.
A Code Red day will be determined by the Emergency Management Commissioner no later than 1.00 pm the day before the potential
closure. Once we are advised of the confirmation of the Code Red day we will provide you with advice before the end of the school
day.
Once confirmed, the decision to close will not change, regardless of improvements in the weather forecast. This is to avoid confusion and
help your family plan alternative care arrangements for your child. It is also important to note that:



No staff will be on site on days where the school is closed due to a forecast Code Red day.

School camps will be cancelled if a Code Red fire danger rating day is determined for the Bureau of Meteorology district in which the camp is
located.
On these Code Red days families are encouraged to enact their Bushfire Survival Plan – on such days children should never be left at home
alone or in the care of older children.
For those of us living in a bushfire prone area, the Country Fire Authority (CFA) advises that when Code Red days are forecast, the safest
option is to leave the night before or early on the morning of the Code Red day.
As part of preparing our school for potential hazards such as fire, we have updated and completed our Emergency Management Plan.
What can parents do?



Make sure your family’s bushfire survival plan is up-to-date and includes alternative care arrangements in the event that our school is
closed.
Ensure we have your current contact details, including your mobile phone numbers. Keep in touch with us by reading our newsletters, by
checking COMPASS notifications and checking our website https://www.yinnarps.vic.edu.au and by talking to your child’s teacher or any
other member of the teaching staff about our emergency management plan.
Most importantly at this time of year, if you’re planning a holiday or short stay in the bush or in a coastal area, you should check warnings in
advance of travel and remain vigilant during your stay.
If your child is old enough, talk to them about bushfires and your family’s bushfire survival plan.
You can access more information about children’s services closures on the Department of Education and Training website – see
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/health/pages/closures.aspx
Multiple sources that offer information on emergencies are listed below:
Vic Emergency app – that can be downloaded on your android and iOS mobile devices
Vic Emergency Hotline (1800 226 226)
Website https://emergency.vic.gov.au
Facebook (https://www.facebook.com/vicemergency)
Twitter (https://twitter.com/vicemergency)
ABC local radio, Sky News and other emergency broadcasters

PRIVACY COLLECTION STATEMENT – Primary Schools
Information for parents and carers
During the ordinary course of your child’s attendance at our school, school staff will collect your child’s
personal and health information when necessary to educate your child, or to support your child’s social
and emotional wellbeing or health in the school context. Such information will also be collected when
required to fulfil a legal obligation, including duty of care, anti-discrimination law and occupational health
and safety law. If that information is not collected, the school may be unable to provide optimal
education or support to your child, or fulfil those legal obligations.
For example, health information may be collected through the school nurse, primary welfare officer or
wellbeing staff member. If your child is referred to a specific health service at school, such as a Student
Support Services officer, the required consent will be obtained. Our school also collects information
provided by parents and carers through the School Entrance Health Questionnaire (SEHQ) and the Early
Childhood Intervention Service (ECIS) Transition Form.
Our school may use online tools, such as apps and other software, to effectively collect and manage
information about your child for teaching and learning purposes, parent communication and
engagement; student administration; and school management purposes. When our school uses these
online tools, we take steps to ensure that your child’s information is secure. If you have any concerns
about the use of these online tools, please contact us.
School staff will only share your child’s personal or health information with other staff who need to know
to enable the school to educate or support your child, or fulfil a legal obligation.
When our students transfer to another Victorian government school, personal and health information
about that student will be transferred to that next school. Transferring this information is in the best
interests of our students and assists that next school to provide optimal education and support to
students.
In some limited circumstances, information may be disclosed outside of the school (and outside of the
Department of Education and Training). The school will seek your consent for such disclosures unless the
disclosure is allowed or mandated by law.

Our school values the privacy of every person. When collecting and managing personal and health
information, all school staff must comply with Victorian privacy law. For more information about privacy
including about how to access personal and health information held by the school about you or your
child, see our school’s privacy policy: https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Pages/schoolsprivacypolicy.aspx
Throughout this notice, ‘staff’ includes principals, teachers, Student Support Service officers, youth
workers, social workers, nurses and any other allied health practitioners and all other staff at our school.
This includes employees, agents and service providers (contractors) of the Department, whether paid or
unpaid.

